LAME JERVAS

cautioned me not to wake the man who now slept in my hut
in the mine.

41 did not like to spoil the only good suit of clothes of
which I was possessed ; so, before I went down into the mine,
I got from my master my old jacket, apron, and cap, in which
being equipped, and furnished with a lantern, and rod for
measuring, I descended into the mine.

f I went to work as quietly as possible, surveyed the place

exactly, and remembered what I had heard Mr. Y------observe,

** that people can never make their knowledge useful, if they
have not been at the pains to make It exact." I was determined
to give him a proof of rny exactness : accordingly I measured
and minuted down everything with the most cautious accuracy;
and, so intent was my mind upon my work, the thoughts of
Clarke and his associates never came across me for a moment.
Nay, I absolutely forgot the man in the hut, and am astonished
he was not sooner waked.

' What roused him at last was, I believe, the noise I made
in loosening some earth .and stones for specimens. A great
stone came tumbling clown, and immediately afterwards I heard
one of the horses neigh, which showed me I had waked them
at least; and I betook myself to a hiding-place, in the western
gallery, where I kept quiet, for I believe a quarter of an hour,
in order to give the horses and the man, if he were awake, time
to go to sleep again.

* I ventured out of my hiding-place too soon ; for, just as I
left my nook, I saw the man at the end of the gallery. In-
stantly, upon the sight of me, he put both his hands before his
face, gave a loud shriek, turned his back, and took to his heels
with the greatest precipitation. I guessed that, as he said
yesterday, he took me for the ghost of myself; and that his
terror made him mistake my lantern for a blue taper. I had
no chain ; but that 1 had a rod in my hand is most certain:
and it is also true that 1 took advantage of his fears, to drive
him out of iny way ; for the moment he began to run, I shook
my rod as fast and as loud as I could against the tin top of
my lantern ; find J trampled with my feet as if I was pursu-
ing him.

'As soon as the coast was clear, I hastened back for my
specimens ; which i packed up in my basket, and Mien
decamped as fast as I could. This is *the only time I ever
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